
A brief histo�

1993
In �e Robber Bride, Atwood again explores 
women’s issues and feminist concerns, this time 
concentrating on women’s relationships with 
each other—both positive and negative. 
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The making of a 
modern masterpeice 

Many celebrities have book clubs, but none share the clout of Emma 
Watson’s “Our Shared Shelf,” which has picked up nearly 200,000 
members since it launched on Goodreads in 2016. As Watson wrote 
when she made The Handmaid’s Tale her May/June selection, “It 
is a book that has never stopped fascinating readers because it 
articulates so vividly what it feels like for a woman to lose power 
over her own body.” Thanks to the recent Hulu series, Atwood’s 
1985 dystopian novel has again soared to the top of the best-seller 
lists. Watson called up Atwood to discuss.
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Review: Margaret Atwood’s ‘The 
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“Her fiction has imagined societies 
riddled with misogyny, oppression, 

and environmental havoc. These 
visions now feel all too real.” 

New york Times

Oryx & Crake

Snowman wakes before dawn. He 
lies unmoving, listening to the tide 
coming in, wave after wave sloshing 
over the various barricades, 
wish-wash, wish-wash, the rhythm 
of heartbeat. He would so like to be-
lieve he is still asleep.
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Margaret 
Eleanor 
Atwood

(born November 18, 1939) is a Canadian poet,novelist, literary 
critic, essayist, inventor, teacher and environmental activist. 
She has published seventeen books of poetry, sixteen novels,
 ten books of non-fiction, eight collections of short fiction,
 eight children’s books, and one graphic novel, as well as a 
number of small press editions in poetry and fiction. 
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Interviews THE GUARDIAN

Margaret Atwood: ‘I am not a prophet. 
Science fiction is really about now

�Writings

“...we must be a beacon of hope, 
because if you tell people there's 
nothing they can do, they will do

 worse than nothing.” 

Year of  the Flood

The Handmaid’s Tale Half Hanged 
Mary

We slept in what had once been 
the gymnasium. The floor was of 
varnished wood, with stripes and 
circles painted on it, for the games 
that were formerly played there; 
the hoops for the basketball nets 
were still in place, though the nets 
were gone. 

Rumor was loose in the air
hunting for some neck to land on.
I was milking the cow,
the barn door open to the sunset.

I didn't feel the aimed word hit
and go in like a soft bullet.
I didn't feel the smashed flesh
closing over it like water
over a thrown stone.
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masterpeice 

Many celebrities have book clubs, but none share the clout of Emma 

Watson’s “Our Shared Shelf,” which has picked up nearly 200,000 

members since it launched on Goodreads in 2016. As Watson wrote 

when she made The Handmaid’s Tale her May/June selection, “It 

is a book that has never stopped fascinating readers because it 

articulates so vividly what it feels like for a woman to lose power 

over her own body.” Thanks to the recent Hulu series, Atwood’s 

1985 dystopian novel has again soared to the top of the best-seller 

lists. Watson called up Atwood to discuss.
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We slept in what had once been 
the gymnasium. The floor was of 
varnished wood, with stripes and 
circles painted on it, for the games 
that were formerly played there; 
the hoops for the basketball nets 
were still in place, though the nets 
were gone. 

Rumor was loose in the air
hunting for some neck to land on.
I was milking the cow,
the barn door open to the sunset.

I didn't feel the aimed word hit
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“...we must be a beacon of hope, 
because if you tell people there's 
nothing they can do, they will do

 worse than nothing.” 

Year of  the Flood

“Her fiction has imagined societies 
riddled with misogyny, oppression, 

and environmental havoc. These 
visions now feel all too real.” 

New york Times
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Snowman wakes before dawn. He 
lies unmoving, listening to the tide 
coming in, wave after wave slosh-
ing over the various barricades, 
wish-wash, wish-wash, the 
rhythm of heartbeat. He would so 
like to believe he is still asleep.
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(born November 18, 1939) is a Canadian poet,novelist, 
literary critic, essayist, inventor, teacher and environ-
mental activist. She has published seventeen books of 
poetry, sixteen novels, ten books of non-fiction, eight 
collections of short fiction, eight children’s books, and 
one graphic novel, as well as a number of small press 
editions in poetry and fiction. 
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Essays

“Her fiction has imagined societies 
riddled with misogyny, oppression, 

and environmental havoc. These 
visions now feel all too real.” 

New york Times

�
Short Stories

“What she had in mind was a vacation, 
pure and simple. Take a breather, do some 

inner accounting, shed worn skin..” 

New york Times

�Writings

“...we must be a beacon of hope, 
because if you tell people there's 
nothing they can do, they will do

 worse than nothing.” 

Year of  the Flood

�
Poem

“They are singing, but
not to each other:

their feet move
almost in time to the singing.” 

The Circle Game
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In �e Robber Bride, Atwood again explores 
women’s issues and feminist concerns, this time 
concentrating on women’s relationships with 
each other—both positive and negative. 
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The making of a 
modern masterpeice 

Many celebrities have book clubs, but none share the clout 
of Emma Watson’s “Our Shared Shelf,” which has picked up 
nearly 200,000 members since it launched on Goodreads in 
2016. As Watson wrote when she made The Handmaid’s Tale 
her May/June selection, “It is a book that has never stopped 
fascinating readers because it articulates so vividly what it 
feels like for a woman to lose power over her own body.” 
Thanks to the recent Hulu series, Atwood’s 1985 dystopian 
novel has again soared to the top of the best-seller lists. 
Watson called up Atwood to discuss.
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Oryx & Crake

Snowman wakes before dawn. He 
lies unmoving, listening to the tide 
coming in, wave after wave sloshing 
over the various barricades, 
wish-wash, wish-wash, the rhythm 
of heartbeat. He would so like to be-
lieve he is still asleep.

The Handmaid’s Tale Half Hanged 
Mary

We slept in what had once been 
the gymnasium. The floor was of 
varnished wood, with stripes and 
circles painted on it, for the games 
that were formerly played there; 
the hoops for the basketball nets 
were still in place, though the nets 
were gone. 

Rumor was loose in the air
hunting for some neck to land on.
I was milking the cow,
the barn door open to the sunset.

I didn't feel the aimed word hit
and go in like a soft bullet.
I didn't feel the smashed flesh
closing over it like water
over a thrown stone.
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Alias Grace

I am sitting on the purple velvet 
settee in the Governor's parlour, 
the Governor's wife's parlour; it 
has always been the Governor's 
wife's parlour although it is not 
always the same wife, as they 
change them around according 
to the politics. I have my hands 
folded in my lap the proper way 
although I have no gloves. The 
gloves I would wish to have would 
be smooth and white, and would be 
without a wrinkle.
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MaddAddam

The Story of the Egg, and of Oryx 
and Crake, and how they made 
People and Animals; and of the 
Chaos; and of Snowman-the-
Jimmy; and of the Smelly Bone 
and the coming of the Two Bad Men
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Year of the Flood 

In the early morning Toby climbs 
up to the rooftop to watch the 
sunrise. She uses a mop handle 
for balance: the elevator stopped 
working some time ago and the 
back stairs are slick with damp, 
so if she slips and topples there 
won't be anyone to pick her up. As 
the first heat hits, mist rises from 
among the swathe of trees between 
her and the derelict city. 
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